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Words: The Weapons Of the Gospel Mission

Intro
@ ‘Presence’ describes the terrain of the gospel mission.
@ Courage = attitude
@ Relationships = matrix
@ Words = weapons
Rom 1.13-16

Paul on the gospel mission

@ As big as Paul is on living the gospel, his mission involves more than example.
@ No message is more central to Paul’s life and ministry.

Preach the gospel ... and use words. They are necessary.

“Preach the gospel at all times, if necessary use words.” -Francis of Assissi

The “say something!” commands

Mk. 16.15 “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.”

Lk. 24.46-47 “Thus is it written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from
the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to
all nations.”

Col 4.2-6 “Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. At the
same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the
mystier of Christ, on account of which I am in prison — that I may make it clear, which is
how I ought to speak. Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders, making the best use of
the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how you ought to answer each person.”

Paul’s mission & the spoken gospel

Rom. 10
Phil 1.15-18
Rom. 1.16
1 Cor 1.21
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The Messengers

“I don’t know enough!”

@ Most of us know enough of the gospel right now to start talking it up.
@ Can you answer, “Why are you a Christian?”
@ We can talk about who God is and what He has done for us.

The attainable next steps: getting the gospel on ‘the pavement’

Meet new people
@ Don’t just walk through life — engage the culture.
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Relate to non-believers intentionally

@ If you and me enjoy you and me, guess what good we do?
@ We have classmates, co-workers, and neighbors around us that need Christ.
@ People are often more open than we think.

Ultimately, you're not the evangelist (perspective on “success and failure”)

@ God is the one who makes it possible for someone to repent and believe.

We can’t fail ... unless we simply don’t throw the seeds




