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Answering the Ultimate Call

the ‘ca”ing rangc’: salvation — relation — vocation

@ God calls us to all kinds of things, but those calls don’t have equal weight.

@ Every other calling derives its significance from this ultimate call.

Acts 17:24-29

avery old qucstion and a li)cc:-igniting answer

“What is the chief end of man?2”

“The chief end of man is to and

forever.”

biblical gcnctics

@ Learning about God’s intention from our instinct to hunt for joy and
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satisfaction.
the call to glori{:y & crjoy

glorhcg

@ Everything exists for one ultimate reason: the glory of God.

Col 1:16-17 “For by Him all things were created,both in the heavens and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities — all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is
before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”

Is. 43.6-7 “Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the
earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom | created for my glory.”

Is 48.9-11

@ We don't glorify God best by trying to give Him something, but by owning
up to our need and letting Him display His infinite generosity.

crjoy
Matt. 13.44-45

4 wcighing satan’s Promiscs

crusl'ling the scales: Factoring thcjoys both of ‘here & now’ and ‘byc and bgc’
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@ When weighing God’s joy vs. worldly joy, we have to make sure that all the
joys that God gives are put on the scale, and not just the ones for this life
(which is a vapor).
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Eph 2.7 “the joy bomb taps ground zero “

P Joy unspeakable. Never-ending. Ever-heightening.

idolatry: the subtle killer of ca”ing

@ Born idol-makers and steadily working to perfect the ‘craft’.

@ Unless God opens our eyes, we can’t see what is truly valuable.

the ultimate tragcclg (rom 1.20-23)

@ In our ignorance, we insist on the kind of joy that leaves us empty.

communion: the wine of Gocl & the chapcronc of ca“ing

Eph 5.18-21; Jn 7.37-39

Communion - e.g., the practice of God'’s presence whether in prayer, reading &
meditating on Scripture, corporate/private worship, hearing the Word preached,

page 4



1830 Retreat

The Pivot Ministry

Session 01 — Matt Mason February
18, 2005

reading books that stir the soul to a greater affection for God or stir the mind with
a deeper understanding of God.

Ps. 36.8 “They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink
from the river of your delights.” (see also Ps. 16.7-11; Ps 42.1-2)

Is. 55

Ps. 63

This Psalm has the slur of spiritual intoxication!

@ As we commune with God, we will be brought into our ultimate call to
glorify God and enjoy Him.
@ The Holy Spirit has mission of making us into God-glorifying, grateful,

satisfied, joy-intoxicated people.

p -
“(Hodis mightily honored when a Pcople know that thcg will die of hungcr and thirst
unless they have (God.” - John Piper, Brothers, We Are Not Professionals, p.229

How do we reach for the glass?

John 7.37-39 “Jesus said, ‘If anyone thirst, let him come to me and drink. He
who believes in me, as the scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart shall flow rivers
of living water.” Now this he said about the Spirit.”

Heb 11.6 “Without faith it is impossible to please God. For he who comes to
God MUST believe that He is and that He is the rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him.”

Commune with God by faith. Come wanting to find joy in Him ... and you
will.
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